
the use of antitoxin than the work on the guinea-pig
indicates, for here one is dealing with an early and ma¬

lignant form of experimental postdiphtheric paralysis.
This grave variety fortunately is rare in man. Further,
the entire charge of the poison is injected directly into
the tissues of the guinea-pig, while in man the toxin is
doubtless elaborated more slowly. We may assume,
therefore, that antitoxic serum, given at *a somewhat
later period than in the work on guinea-pigs, would
exert beneficial effects. The fact that one unit of anti¬
toxin prevents paralysis and saves life when adminis¬
tered early, whereas 4,000 units totally fail when ad¬
ministration is delayed forty-eight hours, emphasizes the
importance of using this remedy early.

YELLOW FEVER ON THE ISTHMUS OF PANAMA UNDER
THE FRENCH REGIME.

Col. W. C. Gorgas, U. S. Army, chief sanitary officer
of the Isthmian Canal Commission, publishes some in-
teresting statistics as to the population and deaths from
various diseases in the city of Panama from 1883 to
1906 and among the employ\l=e'\sof the French Canal
Company from 1881 to 1904.1 The figures are given
without comment, and only those relating to yellow
fever will be considered here.

In the first place it appears that yellow fever is by no

means always present in Panama, at least in a fatal
form; thus in the years 1890, '94, '95, '96 and '98 no

deaths from that disease were reported, and in 1892
and 1893 only one death each year; in the five con-
secutive years from 1892 to 1896 inclusive there were

only two deaths, and for three consecutive years no

death. Among the employ\l=e'\sof the French canal com-

panies there were a large number of deaths from yellow
fever every year from 1881 to 1889, in which latter
year the force employed was greatly reduced. From
1881, when the force was about 1,000, the number of
employés steadily increased until it reached a maximum
of some 19,000 in 1884, and was maintained at 15,000
to 17,000 until the end of 1888 and the beginning of
1889 ; the maximum number of deaths from yellow
fever in any one year, 308, occurred in 1886. From
1890 to 1895 inclusive the number of employés ranged
from 700 to 900 ; in 1895 it increased to 1,400, in 1896
to 3,700, and was maintained at about that figure until
1899, 1900 and 1901, when it was about 2,000 ; in 1902
a further reduction to about 1¿000 occurred, and this
force was maintained until the transfer to the American
company in 1904.

Now the interesting point is that notwithstanding the
French companies knew nothing about the method of

1. Population and deaths from various diseases in the Cityof Panama, by months and years, from November, 1883, to August,1906. Number of employ\l=e'\sand deaths from various diseases
among employ\l=e'\sof the French Canal Companies, by months and
years, from January, 1881, to April, 1904. W. C. Gorgas, colonel
medical corps, U. S. Army, chief sanitary officer. Washington:Government Printing Office, 1906.

transmission of yellow fever, and the present scientific
methods of prevention, there were two periods of six
consecutive years each when there were no deaths from
yellow fever, 1891 to 1896 inclusive and 1898 to 1903
inclusive; and fourteen consecutive years, 1890 to 1903
inclusive, during which time there were only seven

deaths, one in 1890 and six in 1897, and this notwith¬
standing that there were 454 deaths from yellow fever
in Panama in the five years period, 1899 to 1903 in¬
clusive. No explanation of these remarkable figures is
given by Colonel Gorgas.

FEW APPLICATIONS FOR THE MEDICAL CORPS OF
THE ARMY.

We understand that for the examination held July
29 to fill vacancies existing in the medical department
of the Army there were only twenty-six applicants. Of
these, twelve withdrew after they had made themselves
acquainted with the professional and physical qualifica-
tions required; fourteen completed the examination, and
of these only three were successful. At the previous ex-

amination, held April 29, there were seven successful ap-
plicants, thus making a total of ten who passed the pre-
liminary examination and will enter the Army Medical
School in October for special instruction required before
they receive their commissions in the corps. It thus ap-
pears that the experience of last year and the preceding
years is only repeated. The number of vacancies oc-

curring each year is greater than can be filled from the
list of candidates who present themselves. There is no

prospect that this condition of affairs will improve until
Congress passes legislation, which has so often been
urged, to increase the inducements to young medical
men to enter the Army medical service. It is hoped that
Speaker Cannon, who is responsible for the defeat of
the medical department reorganization bill, will at the
next session of Congress see the grave injustice he has
done and allow the bill to pass.

NEWSPAPER PRESCRIBING.

Newspaper prescribing obtains in many places, but
some of the most shameless examples of it that we re-
member to have seen are to be found in the Philadelphia
Record. In a recent issue of that journal this abuse is
all the more flagrant in that it follows under the head-
ing "Health and Hygiene," immediately after the of-
ficial vital statistics, thereby acquiring in the minds of
the thoughtless or less well-informed a fictitious author-
ity. Prescriptions are published for twenty-eight appli-
cants, on account of conditions which, so far as may be
judged from the crude descriptions of the patients,
range from simple "constipation" and "nervousness" to
cardiac and other serious troubles. A noticeable feature
is the fact that the writer recommends exceedingly
potent drugs, which should never be used for self-doctor-
ing or even be ordered by a physician for a patient who
is not under his immediate observation; for instance,
salts of strychnin are recommended in no less than
eleven cases. Fancy ordering a hundred 1/40 grain tab¬
lets of strychnin sulphate to be- put into the hands of
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